Monticello Fire Department
1892-Present

By Roger Babler and Ron Blumer



Pictured at the left the first
page from the original
meetings record’s book. The
department was formed on
Sept. 19 1892. A governing
body was formed and
department officers elected.
The first Chief of the
department was Fred Knobel.
Actual number attending is
unknown but about 17
different names are
mentioned when appointing
positions in the department.
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Pictured below is the first fire house as it was about to be remodeled in to a tavern
which is now “Donna’s Place” . The firemen held their first meeting in the new
“station” on Dec. 5 1892. They voted to hold their first Fireman's dance at a meeting
the next week. The date was set but had to be postponed due to a Diphtheria
epidemic. The dance was finally held on Feb 22 with a total profit of S 37.00.

In October of 1893 they bought 12 fire coats, helmets, a 16 ft. ladder and a “Fire
Bell.” The bell is now part of the display at the present station.




We have no pictures of the original “Steamer” the department had. From the meeting
minutes book it was noted as having 2 steamers in 1902. At the left are our original
ladder wagon and hose cart. The cart was purchased on Sept. 3, 1894. In order to get
the Steamer to a fire scene it was voted to reward a prize of $ 5.00 to the first man that
showed up at the station with a team and wagon when the alarm was sounded.

In May of 1895 the department appointed Joe Booher as Janitor for the department
and paid him the grand sum of $10.00 a year this continued for a number of years.




From meeting records June 7 1897

A fire alarm was done for practice before the meeting. Time from the first
tap of the bell to first stream of water on the Baptist Church was 4 % Min.

Also in 1897 July 19 Meeting proposed to purchase additional fire coats
were purchased at a cost of $ 2.75 each and helmets were also purchased
at a cost of $4.00 each. That evening a fire was discovered at “ Frehner’s
Saloon” between 11 and 12 o’clock pm.



Fireman’s Tournament’s

Tournaments or competition between area departments was a large social event at
the turn of the century. The fireman would travel “mostly by train” to the event at
the hosting town. Activities would include completion events between
departments, Ball Games, Diner and Dance's later. In order to look more
professional the department requested from the village to purchase “Dress Shirts &
Trousers” took several tries to get this through the village.

Also in June of 1898 members S. E. Breylinger and Frank Wescott were appointed to
give members instructions in “Military Movements.” We assume that means
marching skills.

The next slide shows the department results from a tournament at Monroe held in
July or August of 1897.






Other Social Events

Noted that in December of 1896 the fireman held a Oyster Supper invited the wives
and the families of the village board members. Was a practice for a good number of
years to hold a Banquet with the wives in December or January then after that they
would hold a “Stag Night” fireman only.

Also Card games VS other area departments were held in the 30’s and 40’s Euchre
and Yass being played.

In 1935 in cooperation with the local Legion Post the firemen built a Ball Diamond
with lights (at the school?) and ran summer ball leagues for a number of years.

And of course the Local Fireman's dance this was held in various locations. The 2
Hotels on Main St., Kalen’s Hall and finally the Fire Station when it was opened on E
Coates Ave.
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Hasenpfeffer Feed’s

* Taken from the F.D. meeting minutes 1930’s

e 11/7/1933 voted to furnish 3 boxes of shells
for hunters for rabbit feed

* 11/4/1935 voted to buy 4 boxes of shells for
rabbit feed.
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Previous Engine Notes

In going through the department minutes here are some remarks associated with
“Pumping Apparatus” Aug. 1902 department records suggest we had 2 “Pumping
Engines .“

In Dec. of 1913 members were appointed to approach the village board to see
about trade “Old Engine” for a Chemical Truck no further mention on this till 1926.



Chemical Truck purchased in 1927
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Chemical Trucks from Boyer Co.

PUMPS: A-American/B-Barton/D-Darley/E-Evinrude/H-Hale/V-Viking/VP-Van
Pelt/W-Waterous - 3 45Gal refers to number and size of chemical tanks.

FIREDEPT STATE NO. YR CHASSIS NO PUMP NO. PHOTO

Montezuma Ind. 11993 1967 Ford F95KUA33378 H 27469 Y
Monticello Ind. 7806 1930 Indiana 120M398 H1997 Y

(at Hand & Hand Restoration-Jackson Mich.-1997)
Monticello lowa 8555 1932 Studebaker 3426004 H 2351 N
Monticello Ky. 2704 1924 Ford 335Gal N
Monticello Wisc. 5952 1927 GMC 512 Model-T 2 45Gal

235Gal N

Monticello Wisc. 8466 1931 GMC 512 Model-T-40-B B C27414 N
Montpelier Ind. 4504 1925 Int. 6442 H 1075 N

New Glarus Wisc. 5457 1926 Reo 141401 435Gal N
Belleville Wisc. 8105 1930 Int. A-4-3452 H 2142
240Gal N

Evansville Wisc. 7805 1930 GMC 1836B H 1983
240Gal N

The early “Chemical” trucks worked much like a old “Soda-Acid” extinguishers which propelled the water out
of it by inducing a chemical reaction



Chemical Truck fitted with Water Pump in
1931 for a cost of $ 1,125.00
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Chemical Truck Aids at
Monroe Fire

Excerpts from a Messenger story on Monticello Assisting Monroe FD
back in the early 1930’s. A fire was discovered by Marvin Zimmerman
and C. M. Stauffer as they were returning from Monroe the fire was
on the J.E. Dorty farm that was rented by Charles Keegan near
“Round Grove” in all 7 buildings were burned. Also arriving from
Monticello was Henry J ElImer A. Chief and Otto Bontly they had to
call a second time for Monroe to respond and also called Monticello
to respond. The Chemical truck from Monroe FD proved to be useless
as the chemical tanks were empty. The Monticello Engine arriving
later put out a fire in the chicken house and prevented flames form
spreading to the house. Cars lined up on the highway for 2 miles to
watch as they all were returning from a circus at Monroe. This was
noted as the largest fire in the area for “quite some time”.
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Monticello Fire & Rescue

Picture is from 1938 Prior
to hosting the Southern
Wisconsin Northern Illinois
Fireman's Association Spring
Convention

The firemen are shown with
the 1927 converted Chemical
Unit and just received that
year the 1937 GMC pumper




Guest Book Spring Convention 1938
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On the left is a copy of the By-Laws a rework done in 1939 at that time the name
was changed from Monticello Fire Company to Monticello Fire Department. In
April of 1956 the above appears in the department records. We also rewrote the
By-Laws 3 years ago.



50t Anniversary

OnJuly 21, 1942 the department celebrated it’s 50t anniversary
by honoring 4 surviving original members. They were Albert
Stoller he was the first Sect. of the department, J. C.
Steinmann Sr., Robert Barney and Charles Rolph Sr.

Also surviving was Henry Hancock who was not present at the
event.

Following is a reproduction from the Department records' of
that event and a Messenger article on the same.
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1943 Air Raid Drill
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Annual Spring Convention

A association of fire departments from Southern
Wisconsin and Northern Illinois hold a spring
convention at different locations around the
area.

In 1946 this was held a Cassville, WI. The
following 3 slides are notations from that trip
by Adam Schuler department sect. at that
time.












Photo from Bank Calendar

Mid 1950’s Monticello Volunteer Fire Department.

Front row - (left to right) John Zimmerman, Adam Schuler, Bob Durtschi, Emil G. Voegeli, Marvin Zimmerman,
Dean Zimmerman, Harold M. Babler

Second Row - Don Knobel, Karl Freitag, John Stenbroten, Ervin Broge (Chief), Dr. Ray Woodruff, Herman Babler,
Fred Escher, Clarence Elmer
Third row - Ray Gessler, Armin Loeffel, Norman Benkert, Dr. C. J. Klooster, Leo Gempler, Fred Minder, Wilbert Stauffer

Top row - Ed Quade, Irving Eichorst, Barney Karlen, Willard Prisk, John Smith, Lawrence Arn, Alfred Aeberhard, Jr.,
Fred Durtschi




Fire Department at Homecoming
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Annual “Water Fights” among area departments could be considered an offshoot of the
early “Fireman’s Tournaments.” In 1931 when movies were shown on Wednesday
nights the firemen also staged water fights 3 man team’s took place. Also in 1967 in a
effort to raise some money, for a project, the fireman started turtle races. As turtles
proved to move rather slowly they were replaced with “Hamsters” in later years. The
speed increased revenue. This came to an abrupt halt as some “Do-gooder” had a fit
about animal cruelty
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FWD Arrives 1952
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We have no photo of the original tractor trailer
tanker this was purchased in Dec of 1952. Below is
the truck that replaced it and the latest tanker
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NOW




Alerting for Fires

* Early Days * New Technology

After a local operator was
not needed “Fire Phones”
were installed in 10
locations around the
village.

Alarm Bell installed in
the Fire House in July
of 1893

Then alerting was done
through the local
telephone operator

Finally alerting via radio
that we now use today
Monticello was the first
department in the area
to use “pagers” to
replace the “Plectron”
receivers.




Siren for Alerting

e Old Siren from 1929 e New Siren installed
2009




Siren Use April 1950




Some what hard to read but this took place in Sept. of
1931. Seems that a mouse shorted out a electrical
connection that in turn triggered the siren to alert the
firemen about the call. Early Fire Alarm System !!

a fire in the w
r & Lnght company
{ing and causing the fire siren
be sounded.
A local citizen noticed the
!upmg up around the switel




Karlen & Steinmann Mill Run
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Before the availability of local EMS services Life Safety
issues were basically treated as a “Scoop-up and Run”
Here in 1931 F. W. Voegeli installed a cot and fan
conversion in the funeral home hearse. Later on the
village purchased a station wagon for use by the village
constable. Now we enjoy the use of the Departments
First Responder services coupled with area EMS units
and in more serious cases the use of Medical
Helicopters.




MFD First Responder Service

True First responder service was started by the
department after a meeting with “Sister Ann”
from St. Clare Hospital in August of 1976. The
department in previous years had members
trained in basic “Red Cross First Aid”.

The department now has a group of members that
are certified “First Responders or EMT’S”



MFD First’s

We like to think we are a progressive department and have a
couple items that we are very proud of.

Our Department was the first in Green County to utilize the use
of pagers for alerting.

Also we were the first department in the county to obtain a
“rural rating” from the 1.5.0. Office for rural protection.

And the department has been very successful in obtaining
various grants that kept us equipped and lowering our
operating costs.



MFD Patch Project

Since the early 1990’S after receiving a letter from Galen Logen a firefighter from
Monticello Indiana requesting a department patch. We also took up the collection
of all the Monticello's across the USA. With 17 Cities or Villages taking the name
Monticello it took some time to complete the collection so with 2 villages not
responding after numerous attempts to get in touch we finally have the collection
framed and displayed in our meeting room. In all we have 19 different patches
ranging from “Monticello’s” to Thomas Jefferson's home security unit and a pair of
“Lake Monticello "areas. And also we could not forget our friends at “Montello”

You may view the completed collection on-line at our department web site.

http://www.monticello-fire.org



http://www.monticello-fire.org/
http://www.monticello-fire.org/
http://www.monticello-fire.org/

Monticello Patch Project




Active in the Community

* Annual Dinner
— Monticello House
— Pig Roast May 22"
* Homecoming
— Food stands
— Chicken BBQ Delivery
— Waterfights
— Parade
— Ball Park/ Mud Volleyball




Community Continued

e Halloween
— Parade
— Judges

e Santa Claus

— Empty Christmas
Stocking
* Donations

* Toys
* Food

— Snacks for the public




Monticello Schools

« K-5t Grade
— Fire Prevention Program
— Station Tours
— Fire Truck rides

* Middle School/High
School
— Different Programs to
encourage Safe Behavior
* Drinking and Driving
e Seatbelt




Monticello’s Line of Duty Death

e Herman “Hermie” Schultz
— Belleville Waterfights
— Nozzleman

e Other Sacrifices have been
made
— Broken bones
— Fingers cut off
— Etc...




Calls

e 100-120 calls/year

— 80% Medical

— 20% Fire
 Hazardous Materials,

Water Rescue, Wildland
Certified




Our Thanks

* Community
— Donations
— Support
* Businesses
— Donations
— Planning
— Letting workers respond

* Family




Thank You

* Questions???
* Web Page
— Monticello-fire.org




